Palm Sunday
Triumphal Entry

Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. After having fasted and prayed
for forty days, Jesus was ready to come into Jerusalem. On this day we are happy to celebrate.
We have fasted and prayed during the Lenten period. At the same time however, we are filled with
sadness because we know the suffering that Jesus will have to go through in the days ahead.
Priests usually wear green vestments to remember the palms that people waved to honor Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem. Palms are blessed in church and are distributed to Orthodox Christians.

1.

3.

Jesus spent 40 days in the
desert where He fasted and
prayed to God, His Father. He
asked for strength because He
knew the difficult road that lied
ahead. He then performed a
miracle and raised Lazarus from
the dead.

Everyone was so excited
when they heard Jesus was
coming because they wanted
to meet Him after hearing
how He had helped Lazarus.
Jesus came and they waved
palms at Him and laid down
their cloaks for Him to ride
over to show their respect.

2.

On the Mount of
Olives, Jesus asked
His disciples to bring
Him a donkey. They
did and He then sat
on it and entered
Jerusalem.

4.

The chief priests heard what the
people were saying when Jesus
entered the city. They became very
jealous and angry. Immediately they
began planning how to get Jesus
arrested, tortured and
eventually killed.

The Icon

The icon of this Feast day shows Jesus sitting on a donkey, sitting sideways, coming into
Jerusalem. He is giving a blessing with His right hand and usually holding a scroll in His left hand
to show the fulfillment of the prophecy in Zechariah. His disciples are on the left side and the
people rejoicing at His arrival are on the right side. They greet Jesus with palm branches and
lay down their cloaks for Him to ride over. Jerusalem is shown in the background.

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying
to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie
them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them
right away.” …The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and
placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Matthew 21:1-9
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Name:____________________________________

Date:________________________

Color the icon
that shows
Jesus entering
Jerusalem.

PRAYER
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Sabaoth, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to God in the highest.
- Holy Liturgy -
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Palm Sunday – Triumphal Entry
{Teacher’s Edition}

Lesson
Objective:

To have children understand the celebration of Palm
Sunday. Explain to them that this is the end of the
Lenten period and the beginning of Holy Week.

Introduction:

Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. After having fasted and prayed for
forty days, Jesus was ready to come into Jerusalem. On this day we are happy to
celebrate. We have fasted and prayed during the Lenten period. At the same time
however, we are filled with sadness because we know the suffering that Jesus will have
to go through in the days ahead. Priests usually wear green vestments to remember the
palms that people waved to honor Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Palms are blessed in church
and are distributed to Orthodox Christians.

Bible Reading:

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone
says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” …
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son
of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest
heaven!” Matthew 21:1-9

Highlights:

1.	Jesus spent 40 days in the desert where He fasted and prayed to God, His Father. He
asked for strength because He knew the difficult road that lied ahead. He then performed
a miracle and raised Lazarus from the dead.
2.	On the Mount of Olives, Jesus asked His disciples to bring Him a donkey. They did and He
then sat on it and entered Jerusalem.
3.	Everyone was so excited when they heard Jesus was coming because they wanted to meet
Him after hearing how He had helped Lazarus. Jesus came and they waved palms at Him
and laid down their cloaks for Him to ride over to show their respect.
4.	The chief priests heard what the people were saying when Jesus entered the city. They
became very jealous and angry. Immediately they began planning how to get Jesus
arrested, tortured and eventually killed.
The Icon – The icon of this Feast day shows Jesus sitting on a donkey, sitting sideways, coming
into Jerusalem. He is giving a blessing with His right hand and usually holding a scroll in His left
hand to show the fulfillment of the prophecy in Zechariah. His disciples are on the left side and
the people rejoicing at His arrival are on the right side. They greet Jesus with palm branches
and lay down their cloaks for Him to ride over. Jerusalem is shown in the background.

Activity:

Have children color the icon.

Prayer:

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Sabaoth, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory,
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to God in the highest.
- Holy Liturgy 019-EN-ed02

