
Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs

The Three Hierarchs follow the Bible
 “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with  

such sacrifices God is pleased.” 
Heb 13:16
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The Three Hierarchs 
appeared in a vision to 

the Patriarch of  
Constantinople, St. 
John Mavropus and 

explained to him 
that they were equal 
in the eyes of God.  

This was when it was 
decided that we would 

celebrate the Three 
Hierarchs on the  

same day –  
January 30th.

The Three Hierarchs 
were among the  

greatest teachers in 
the church. They tried 

to lead people to  
worship God. They 
were Bishops and 

were later called the  
luminaries of  
the Church. 

St. Gregory the  
Theologian

St. Gregory understood God’s 
words and tried to explain  
them to us. He studied the  

Holy Scriptures and wrote about 
the Holy Trinity. He was  
a thinker who shared his  

love of God..

St. Basil the Great
St. Basil came from a family of 

saints. He built monasteries  
and hospitals and took care of 
poor children. He even wrote a 

liturgy that we use ten times  
a year.

St. John Chrysostom
St. John was a famous speaker and 
they called him “golden-mouthed”.  

He showed us how to live God’s way 
in our every day lives. He also wrote 
the Divine Liturgy that we celebrate 

most of the time.

January 30



1. St. Basil the Great took care of poor __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __.

2. St. John Chrysostom wrote the Divine __  __  __  __  __  __  __. 

3. St. Gregory the Theologian understood God’s __  __  __  __  __.

4. The Three Hierarchs were among the greatest teachers __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __.

5. We celebrate the feast of the Three Hierarchs __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __.

words     together    children     teachers     LiturgyFill in the 
blanks using 

the words 
below.

PRAYER - Troparion – Synaxis of the Teachers and Hierarchs
Let us who love their words gather together and honor with hymns the three great 
torch-bearers of the triune Godhead: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and 

John Chrysostom. These men have enlightened the world with the rays of their divine 
doctrines.They are sweetly-flowing rivers of wisdom filling all creation with springs of 

heavenly knowledge.Ceaselessly they intercede for us before the Holy Trinity!

Name:____________________________________    Date:________________________

Colour in  
the icon.
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Bible Reading

Prayer
Troparion:

Activity:

Highlights:

Lesson Objective: To have children become familiar with the 
lives of the Three Hierarchs: St. Basil the 
Great, St. John Chrysostom and St. Gregory 
the Theologian. FEAST DAY – JANUARY 30

The Three Hierarchs follow the Bible
“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such  
sacrifices God is pleased.” Heb 13:16

Synaxis of the Teachers and Hierarchs
Let us who love their words gather together and honor with hymns the three 
great torch-bearers of the triune Godhead: Basil the Great, Gregory the  
Theologian and John Chrysostom. These men have enlightened the world  
with the rays of their divine doctrines. They are sweetly-flowing rivers of  
wisdom filling all creation with springs of heavenly knowledge. Ceaselessly  
they intercede for us before the Holy Trinity!
Explain to the children that this is a hymn that is sung on the Feast Day.

1.	 	Have	children	complete	the	fill-in-the-blanks	using	the	word	bank.	

2. Have the children colour the icon.

St. Basil the Great 
St. Basil came from a family of saints. He built monasteries and hospitals and 
took care of poor children. He even wrote a liturgy that we use ten times a year.

St. John Chrysostom 
St. John was a famous speaker and they called him “golden-mouthed”. He 
showed us how to live God’s way in our every day lives. He also wrote the 
Divine Liturgy that we celebrate most of the time.

St. Gregory the Theologian 
St. Gregory understood God’s words and tried to explain them to us. He studied 
the Holy Scriptures and wrote about the Holy Trinity. He was a thinker who 
shared his love of God.

General Point 1 
The Three Hierarchs were among the greatest teachers in the church. They 
tried to lead people to worship God. They were Bishops and were later called 
the luminaries of the Church. 

General Point 2 
The Three Hierarchs appeared in a vision to the Patriarch of Constantinople,  
St. John Mavropus and explained to him that they were equal in the eyes of 
God. This was when it was decided that we would celebrate the Three  
Hierarchs on the same day – January 30th.

Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs
{Teacher’s Edition}
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